
PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING PROJECT PROPOSAL  

 

Committee: Streets 

 

Project Title: More Trees for our Neighborhoods! 

 

Total Cost: $65k 

 

Location: The entire grant area, specifically in available spaces between sidewalk & curb, plus 

at the 2 schools and 3 parks. 

 

Short Description: Our City Forest (non-profit) will plant 250 new trees in the grant area with 

approval from the site authorities/owners. 

 

Long Description: Trees are very long lasting, shade-making assets in our neighborhoods. Have 

you noticed that the nicest neighborhoods also have an abundance of trees? In addition: 

 Trees are the only investment in public infrastructure that grow in value over time.   

 Mature trees increase property value by an average of $7,000. 

 Trees are proven to make our bodies and minds healthier! 

 Trees reduce the impacts of global warming by sequestering carbon and cooling 

temperatures. 

 

Our City Forest (OCF) will provide the expertise and labor to plant 250 new trees on public 

property including the park strips (between the sidewalk and curb), at our 2 schools (Martin 

Murphy & Los Paseos Elementary) and our 3 parks (Los Paseos, Metcalf and Avenida Espana), 

plus other eligible locations. Planting will occur where there is a need, a space and approval to 

do so. Approval from the site authorities such as the homeowner, school district or public agency 

will be obtained by an OCF liaison. Property owners who have an appropriate space for a new 

street tree will be encouraged to apply for a tree through this program. Plantings will occur in 

batches during Fall and Spring, which are the best times for trees to be transplanted. 

 

The total cost will be $65,000 (paid as a donation to OCF, entirely dedicated to our grant area) 

and with the goal of using it within 2 years. If there are funds leftover after 2 years, they will 

remain earmarked for use by property owners in the grant area only. It is a first come, first served 

program until the funds are exhausted. Tree recipients will need to sign a Tree Stewardship 

agreement agreeing that they will water and care for the tree. 

 

This program will be communicated to property owners of the grant area by mailers. In addition, 

it will be posted to Nextdoor and be announced at community meetings such as the Los Paseos 

Neighborhood Association, Los Paseos HOA, and other neighborhood associations in the grant 

area. 

 

The cost breakdown is as follows: 

 

$50k for 250 15-gallon trees (that is $200 per tree). Included with each tree: 



 Liaison to obtain approval from site authorities such as the homeowner, school district or 

public agency 

 Tree planting permit facilitation 

 Assistance with species selection 

 Planting the tree 

 Steaking the tree 

 Advising site authority/owner on tree care 

 3 years of yearly follow up for each tree 

 

$10k for site preparation, as needed, such as 

 Stump removal 

 Cement removal 

 Augmentation 

 

$5k for outreach to grant zone 

 Outreach by OCF to the grant zone to communicate this program 

 Funds not used will be put toward additional trees 

 

 

What is NOT included: 

 Tree removal (but the owner of a diseased or unsafe tree can apply for a removal permit, 

remove the tree at their own expense and then participate in this program) 

 Ongoing weekly care and maintenance of the tree 

 Planting on private property 
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Responsible City Agency: Our City Forest and Parks and Rec 

 


