
Parks Upgrade Project 
 
Committee:      Parks and Recreation 

 

Project Title:   Parks Upgrade: Rock Climbing Playground Expansion for Los Paseos, Shade for 

LP and Metcalf Playgrounds, Benches for 3 Parks, Lights for LP Park Pathway 

 

Cost:                  $400,000 

 

Location:           Primarily Los Paseos Park and Metcalf Park 

 

Short Description:  This project will upgrade the parks by adding:  

1)  New playground equipment at Los Paseos, with an exciting new rock climbing circle  

2)  Sun shades over playground equipment at Metcalf and Los Paseos parks, as well as 

benches in the shade at three parks 

3)  Solar-powered lights along the main Los Paseos Park pathway. 

 

Long Description:  Parks are important because they help build communities and represent an 

investment in our children. Parks bring neighbors together, provide a safe and challenging 

environment for children, and they help set the tone of the community, affecting the image of the 

neighborhood. 

 

1)  This project will expand the Los Paseos playground with an exciting new rock climbing 

circle behind the current playground. Kids love to climb, but they can climb inappropriate things 

if they don’t have the right opportunities. Los Paseos Park lacks appropriate climbing challenges 

and there is little in the park to interest kids older than seven.  

 

There will be a main climbing rock (including a tunnel) that is large enough to provide a 

challenge for older children. The circle will also include smaller rock structures, as well as log 

steppers and a log tunnel, appropriate for a wider range of ages. With a naturalistic look, the 

climbing circle will provide a variety of climbing and balancing activities that can be used by a 

number of children at the same time. Two viewing benches for adults will be included.  

 

In addition, the existing Los Paseos playground will be refreshed with two lively new swivel 

stands that let kids twist and swivel. These are popular items – Avenida España Park already has 

one; however, Metcalf Park does not have room to add equipment to its playground. 

 

2)  Both Metcalf Park and Los Paseos Park have playgrounds that bake in the sun. The slides 

become incredibly hot and the play areas are not used for much of the day. Many of the 

playground viewing benches for the adults are also in the full sun. The solution is to put 

stretched fabric shade structures over the playground equipment at Metcalf and Los Paseos 

parks, particularly over the slides. Some of the newer parks in San Jose (such as River Oaks 

Park) have been built including fabric shades. Shade will significantly increase the usability of 

the existing playgrounds.  

 



At the same time, this project will add 4 benches positioned in available shade and distributed 

among 3 parks ─ Metcalf, Los Paseos and Avenida España. Avenida España Park is fortunate to 

have a significant amount of shade from trees for its playground. 

 

3)  The Los Paseos pathway, as designed, extends the Paseos and connects opposite sides of the 

neighborhood to shopping, schools, and the tennis courts. The path is also used by dog walkers 

as there is no dog park in the neighborhood. The Paseos have lights, but the park path does not, 

and the community views the lack of lighting as a safety issue. This proposal will install 5 solar-

powered LED lights along the path from the tennis courts to the restroom building. The lights 

will be motion-activated, which will reduce the risk that the lights might attract inappropriate 

behavior. 

 

Committee Process.  Before determining the elements we included in this proposal, the Parks and 

Recreation Committee conducted research by visiting and photographing the three neighborhood 

parks and over twenty other San Jose parks. Ideas were submitted through the Participatory 

Budget process and a written survey was completed by attendees at the National Night Out event 

in Los Paseos Park. The ideas were discussed among the Budget Delegates and with park users 

and parks advocates, and we worked with a Parks planner and the Parks maintenance staff.  
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Responsible City Agency:  Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 


